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Patriotism said the splenetic Dr
Johnson striding his hobby horso dur ¬

ing a symposium at tho club patriot-
ism

¬

a the last refuge of a scoundrel
Whether Oliver Goldsmith David

Garrlck Joshua Reynolds Topham
Beauclerc and other coadjutors of the
great seven tailed Bashaw of English
literature laid finger on noso and wink
ed asknntly at each other at the oblique
dictum of their chief is not known
altho they probably did so simply bo- -
cause Recorder Boswell was too Intent
on catching the pearls of wisdom as
they flowed from his heros lips to no-

tice
¬

any such little side play that might
be going on

To belittle the quality and name of
patriotism has been the fashion of
cynics in many agos To wrest it from
Its one and only meaning has been the
practise of demagogs from time Imme-

morial
¬

But the quality of patriotism
like that of mercy la not strainod It
Is incapable per so of a divided or two-

fold
¬

Interpretation Websters Diction-
ary

¬

defines the term as tho passion
which aims to serve onos country cith
er in defending it from Invasion or
protecting its rights and maintaining
Its laws and institutions in vigor and
purity Patriotism is the characteristic
of a good citizen the noblest passion
that animates a man in the character
of a citizen

And the same authority defines a
patriot as a person who loves his
country and zealously supports and de
tends it and its interests And that
other Webster the Great Expounder
has if not In direct terms at least sub
stantially in countless instances nem
up with vivid eloquence and matchless
periods the sentiment of love of coun-
try

¬

as second only to the Christians
love of God

These definitions have been deduced
from the experience of all ages and
have sufficed hitherto to fir tho mean ¬

ing of the term patriotism to tho gen ¬

eral approval of mankind Within re-

cent
¬

years there seems to have arisen
a convention on the part of certain
college dignitaries historians and po-

litical
¬

orators either out of an amiable
spirit of complacency for commercial
considerations the desire to strengthen
wobbly district fences or in order to
win a reputation for singularity to give
a new nomenclature to divers ed

expressions obnoxious to certain
sensitive souls and so enwrap them as
It were In a mantle of benevolent
euphonlstic sentiment that like char
Sty Is made to cover a multitude of
elns The words rebel traitor treason

-- even Anarchist and Nihilist have pretty
well dropt out of the vocabularies of
these kind hearted people and designa-
tions

¬

substituted so mellifluous to the
ear that they are warranted not to rasp
the acutest sensibilities For instance
it is not good form in polite circles
even in Boston that erstwhile cradle of
the Revolution and where at least two
Adamses John and Samuel were wont
In town meeting and elsewhere to ex-

pound
¬

sound principles of equal rights
and draw broad distinctions between
the terms patriots and traitors it is
not good form there nowadays to men-
tion

¬

the word Tories Probably tho
ungentle name would be tabooed even
at a Chapter meeting of the Massachu-
setts

¬

Sons of the Revolution or of the
Massachusetts Historical Society which
latter might or might not sustain Its
president Charles Francis Adams In
his modern definition of a patriot a3 ap-
plied

¬

to the late Robert E Lee Those
unhappy Tories as we formerly called
them are now merely loyalists and it
has even ben discovered that they

e
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were equally patriotic in the sense that
they as fondlv loved their native land
as did their triumphant rebel brothers
differing with them only concerning a
certain shibboleth of no wttn- -
out representation and one or two lit
tie things like that

And now we are presented with a
new Dostulatc or shall we say dis
pensation on the same theme to the
effect that our erring brothers of tho
South were as patriotic in the definitive
sense that they loved their native coun- -
trv as were we of the North who or- -
fered our lives in the effort to reunite
the broken and dismembered frag
ments of a once glorious union whlcn
alwavs in the name of an exalted pa
triotism of course they did their best
to destroy

Ones country In the modern sense is
a geographical expression which defines
certain terrestrial limits Inhabited by a
race or people rendered homogeneous
hv central Government by common
laws language and social Institution
practically interchangeable tor con
venience of Government there are
usually subdivisions as of Provinces
Cantons Colonies States From these
subdivisions there may arise local ques-
tions

¬

of polity that tend to evolve cer-
tain

¬

antagonisms on the part of one
Province against another or on the part
of one or more of them against the
central authority If in the latter case
the cause of divergence Is not due to
any oppressive or invidious act on the
part of the central Government but
arises from a restless nnd intolerant
ambition on the part of a section to
dominate and control in its own sec-
tional

¬

interests the benevolence and tho
political legislation of tho Government
and in its failure to accomplish this it
erects the red flag of revolt and plunges
the Nation into the horrors of civil war
can that act by any code of morals or
ethics be commended as a heroic at-
tempt

¬

at resisting tyranny or sanctified
as an Impulse of pure and self devoted
patriotism Can it be designated by
any other names than those of treason
and rebellion and its participants by
any other appellatives than rebels and
traitors Not surely patriots accord-
ing

¬

to the accepted definition a per-
son

¬

who loves his country and zealously
supports and defends it and its inter-
ests

¬

Dr Johnsons acidulated remark at
the head of this writing whether mere-
ly

¬

satirical condemnatory or sincere
probably possesses as much value as a
contribution to eternal truth as the ipso
dixit of Mr Charles Francis Adams
who in his oration at the Washington
and Lee University at Lexington Va
on the 19th ultimo in commemora
tion of the centennial of tho birth of
Gen Robert E Lee made out the rebel
leader constructively to be an exemplary
patriot as pure and self devoted as any
in the worlds Hall or Fame He in
deed admits that his hero in abjur-
ing

¬

his allegiance to the Government
and bearing arms against it was tecii
nlcally a military traitor whatever
distinction may exist whether of high
or low degree of infamy between that
kind of a traitor or any other kind
And to give force to his qualified stig-
ma

¬

Mr Adams proudly declares And
as the result of much patient study and
most mature reflection under similar
condition I would myself have done
exactly what Lee did

There were many loyal people who
not stopping for mature reflection or
obeying any mandate of power self
interest or anything but the dictates of
conscience the spirit of loyalty and the
love of the Union Implanted In their
hearts refused to do what Lee did
There were both humble and aristo-
cratic

¬

families loyal to the core and
steadfast In their faith scattered thru
out Virginia in which state Mr Adams
asserts that the original spirit of State
sovereignty existed in greater intensity
than it did anywhere else Regiments
of loyal Virginians fought thru tho war
for the Union cause Among leading
public men of and influence was
that striking figure John Minor Botts
of Culpeper fol Strother of Berkeley
and his son David H Porte Crayon
the once famous artist and writer and
many others more or les- prominent
These mostly became refugees but
even on mature reflection tho they
could have saved their property as Lee
probably thought he had paved Arling-
ton

¬

by so doing they could not make
up their minds to do what Lee did
and chose exile and poverty instead
with a clear conscience and a patriot
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pride to sustain them Loudoun County
Va was a hotbed of Union sentiment
and there were several other Union
communities here and there Indeed
if tho Union and conservative elements
thruout the Old Dominion could havo
been strongly organized and properly
led the State would never have passed
the ordinance of Secession

A Hnren Stmt
The writer during three years cam-

paigning
¬

over pretty much every part
of the sacred soil which by the way
he was not much stuck on tho much
of it stuck to him had many oppor
tunities of verifying this a ertion by
means of both Union and Secession tes
timony The States Rights theory was
essentially a politicians mares nest
the significance of which was lot on
the intelligence of nine tenths of the
Southern people who thought it meant
a safeguard against the abolition of
slavery and negro domination

Theie are some names of men South-
ern

¬

born and bred who stand out as
shining examples in contrast with Rob-
ert

¬

E Lee These men were confronted
with the same problems that he faced
and the same perplexitl s perhaps agi
tated them But whether as the result
of most mature reflection or some
innate quality that he and his latest
eulogist did not possess these men
could not make up their minds to do
what Lee did George II Thomas the
ideal soldier was born in Southampton
County Va his classmates friends and
relations expected that he would throw
In his fortunes with his State when the
latter seceded But he was unwaver-
ingly

¬

loyal to his Flag and nobly said
I am an American first and a Vir-

ginian
¬

next Col Henry C Bankhead
whose father was a distinguished Gen-
eral

¬

in the Mexican War was a native
of Fredericksburg Va He was at West
Point with Gen Grant Altho his fam-
ily

¬

were Secessionists the Col-

onel
¬

remained loyal to tho Government
A trying incident that came under the
writers own observation offered a strik-
ing

¬

instance of the price that Col Bank
head was called on to pay for his loy-
alty

¬

The army was in the vicinity of
Fredericksburg which was held by our
troops One day Col Bankhead rode
into the city and went directly to tho
family mansion He had not seen any
of his immediate relatives since hos-
tilities

¬

began He struck the
knocker In a moment someone

opened the door It was his favorlto
sistr She stared repellantly at htm
then before he could speak and with-
out

¬

a word she violently slammed tho
door In his face and he heard the bolt
pushed into place But even that harsh
lesson failed to render him capable of
doing what Lee did

Southern Loj nllnin
Gen Robert Andorson the heroic

defender of Fort Sumter who frankly
told the rebel envoys that ho sympa
thized with the South in its contention
but nobly declared that he would not
betray his trust Admirals David G
Farragut and John A Winslow the de-
stroyer of the Alabama Gens John A
McCIernand and E O C Ord all
Southerners by birth and by tho asso-
ciations

¬

belonging to their nativity
took their stand instantly and uncom-
promisingly

¬

on the side of tho Union
and similar conditions wcro
subject to no temptation to do exactly
what Lee did

Mr Adams makes a heroic figure of
Robert E Leo as ho withdraws his al ¬

legiance to the United States and ten-
ders

¬

his resignation to Gen Scott Tills
is how it actually happened

Lee waited at Washington drawing
his pay and commutation trusted nnd
relied upon by Gen Scott whoso Chief
of Staff he was conversant In his con-
fidential

¬

capacity with all the plans of
the Government waited without sign
or word or resigning as one would
think an honorable soldier would have
done until word came that
had voted to secede from the Union
The rebel leaders depended upon hav-
ing

¬

and were determined to have VIr
ginia by hook or crook It was mani ¬

festly marked out as the fitting arena
of the gladiatorial combat and It was
destined by the flat of Jeff Davis Co
to become the Flanders of the four
years conflict Davis John B Floyd
Howell Cobb and others of their kidney
at least had the courage of their opin-
ions

¬

They boldly announced fheir ad-
herence

¬

to the Confederacy and de-

fiantly
¬

in open day proceeded to leave
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Washington for the South Somewhat
differently Robert E Lee between two
days surreptitiously discarded his uni-
form

¬

wroterihls to Gen
Scott whichJlie arranged to have de-
livered

¬

when he should be safely away
and without sgain seeing tho chief who
had been exceeding kind to him skur
rled under cover of darkness across
the Potomac and into the arms of the
Confederacy1 There was n story cur-
rent

¬

In Washington that two colored
men living thi5 ralmed to have been
hired a day or two before Virginia se ¬

ceded to row Lee across the river
whenever he gave the word It was a
not very herofe chapter In the life of
Mr Adams hero

A Tolerant Ar
The present Is a polite nnd tolerant

age Everybody now has a chartered
right to express his opinion on every
subject under the sun even If he
should publicly glorify treason and
apotheoclze its arch expositors and it
is expected that a respectful and cour-
teous

¬

consideration will be accorded
any such views however paradoxical in
sentiment and even monstrous In doc-
trine

¬

they may be
Nevertheless and notwithstanding It

Is difficult for an old Union soldier to
subdue his impulse to spring to the
charge when so plain and Inviting a
defiance to controversy Is thrust in his
face as these proselyte like fulmlna
tlons by the chosen orator of
the Lee anniversary against every prin-
ciple

¬

he has been schooled to hold as
sacred and in defense of which he has
undergone the stress and shock of bat-
tle been baptised in its blood and per-
chance

¬

as u consequence has limped
through forty succeeding years of a pil-
grimage

¬

of endless pain and hopeless
misery What wonder if his wounds
bleed afresh and smart to hear them-
selves

¬

remembered when treason Is
extolled Instead of being made odious
when a Northern man and a former
Union soldier waxes eloquent If also
a little tawdry in his rhetoric over a
foeman who could only havo accom-
plished

¬

the triumph of his cause by the
ruin of his country and who employed
all his energies and exercised in the
highest degree his superior gifts to se-

cure
¬

that triumph And it is gall and
wormwood to tho Union veteran to read
that as a insult to loyal feel-
ing

¬

this same idolator of Robert E Lee
has proposed that a to the rebel
chief be erected in the city of Wash
ington

Shades of Lincoln tho Martyr of
Grant the Magnanimous of Stanton
Seward Sheridan of all those great pa
triots who tolled so terribly that the
Nation might live and the flag be main-
tained

¬

unsullied forbid such a dese
cration

W T Shermans Connie

Just before the breaking out of the
rebellion there was a man in Baton
Rouge La enjoying a lucrative and
congenial position with a salary of
JnOOO a year He was tho President
of the Louisiana State Military Acad
emy Foreseeing Just provious to the
assault on Sumter that war was inevit-
able

¬

and being a man of courage and
of the most sensitive honor he sent his
resignation to Gov Thomas OMoore
with the following noble letter the ac-

tion
¬

and sentiments expressed offering
an illuminating contrast to the course
of Robert E Lee under similar con-
ditions

¬

Baton Rouge La
Sir As I occupy a quasi military po-

sition
¬

under this State I deem it prop-
er

¬

to acquaint you that I accepted such
a position when Louisiana was a State
in the Union and when tho motto of
the Seminary was inserted in marble
over the main door By the liberality
of the Government of the United States

The Union Esto Perpetua
Recent events foreshadowed a great

change and it becomes all men to
choose If Louisiana withdraws from
the Federal Union I prefer to main
tain my allegiance to the old Consti-
tution

¬

as long as a fragment of It sur
vives and my longer stay hero would
be wrong In every sense of the word
In that event I beg you will send or
appoint some authorized agent to take
charge of the arms and munitions or
war here belonging to the State or dl
rect me what disposition shall be made
of thm

And furthermore as President of the
Board ot Supervisors I beg you to take
Immediate steps to relieve me as Sup- -

The National Tribune has made arrange-
ments

¬

witha large manufacturer of stereoscopes
for such a very large supply that we are en-

abled

¬

to sell them at the very lowest price
a price that could not be secured by any party
who would use only a limited number of the
stereoscopes The price is so low that we are
enabled to offer to our readers a very hand-

some
¬

and serviceable stereoscope together with
The National Tribune for one year at 125
If anyone is dissatisfied with his stereoscope he
may return it to us postage paid and we will
return to him 75 cents

Description of the
The stereoscope is satin finish aluminum

hood velvet edged folding handle oak stained
wood perfect lenses of large size purest glass
hood fits any face The lens holder the han-
dle

¬

the partition the Bhaffc and the stereoscope

r- -

holder are made of good quality oak stained
wood with a rubbeddown finish giving it -

beautiful luster not easily scratched or marred
as is the case with a varnished scope 5tor -

itfereoEcope is a rich and beautiful instrument The rubbed finish oak stained wood the velvet edger aluminum hood
make an effective and attractive instrument The handle fixtures and the spring on the stereoscope holder are the
best quality of spring brass The stereoscope is carefully constructed on scientific principles and hence will not strain
or tire the eyes as do so many inferior and cheap instruments

Price express charges prepaid 75 cents The National Tribune one year and the Stereoscope both fottpaid 125

A New Series of Views
Eight sets of stereoscopic views entirely new up to date no old copies Every view copyrighted and never

tfore published This series of stereoscopic views is put on the market claiming the recognition of all users of
ttereograpes as new subjects never before published
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the moment the State de-

termines
¬

to secede for on no earthly
account will I do any act or think any
thought hostile to or in defiance of
the old Government of the United
States

With great respect c
W T Sherman

A further word feems called for and
that relative to Mr Adamss
or excuse for tho ultimate failure of
tho rebellion Ho lays fcreat stress on
the collapse of the same through In-

anition
¬

It died of echaustion ho
avers starved and gasping Tho un-
happy

¬

condition seems to awake his
commiseration Is It or is it not a
fact to be read in all history that In
wars generally one side Is forced to
yield from the exhaustion of its re
sources and us comuatlveEtrengtn and
the survival of these elements on the
part of its antagonist But Instances
need not be cited This ad captandum
theory for the slump of the slavehold-
ers

¬

rebellion Is as old as the year lSOI
It Is at the most an argumentum ad
mlsericordiam and let it go at that
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The 17th III Car
Editor Xatlonal Tribune Would
so as to give a short history of

the 17th III Cav F Robinson
Mount Morris III

The 17th III Cav was at
Charles in January and

1S64 for three years Cos E I anil
M were mustered Nov 23 18C5

the
into a battalion and mustered out at
different dates the 5th to the 22d
of 18G3 It was 1

by Col John Xi who was
brevetted General March
13 1805 It to Di-

vision
¬

Dept Mo Corps and lost seven
killed and 87 from disease etc Editor
National Tribune

7th Vt

Editor National Tribune Please
a short sketch of the 7th Vt L

C Wis

The 7th Vt was at Rut

I
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stereoscopic

photographers

atereoscoplo

land Feb 12 1SC2 to serve three years
from Juno 1 lSCl On tne expiratliix
of its term of service all but the vet-
erans and recruits were mustered out
It was first commanded by Col Geo
T Poberts who died Aug 7 1SC2 of
wounds received at Baton Kouge L
Col Wm C Holbrook then took com
mand and retained it until June 2
1865 when he was discharged He was
succeeded by Lieut CoU Henry M Por
ter The regiment belonged to the
Nineteenth Corps and lost 13 killed
and 407 from disease etc Editor Na
tional Tribune

A Service Pension
Afte CljrireiilC azo70 ctoefts
anil av 75 elves 320 per month

Attorney flo be rccosnlzcil
Write me at one fir blanks and Imtrnilo w

I A GANGEWER
Pension Attorney

2618 KSt NW Washington DC
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A Letter From One Who Purchased the
Views

Van Dyne Wis Feb 1907
The National Tribune Washington D C

My Dear National Tribune I received
by this mornings mall the full eight seta
of stereoscopic views I am just delight
ed with them They are far better than
I expected for the small price you oak
This makes me 1S00 of stereoacoplo
views and a great many are aa Insviews as money can buy So you sae Imay be classed as a crank in that line
Many thanks for the views I would
gladly pay the whole price asked for
Juat the Panama and Frisco alone Wish
ing you all the health and prosperity
poasible I remain as ever

Tours in F C L
Theodora Hcrrllna

A TRIP ACROSS THE CONTINENT 7
25 colored views 35 cents

WONDERS OF THE OLD WORLD
25 colored views 35 cents

ODD SIGHTS AND ODD PEOPLE
26 colored views 35 cents

THE LIFE OF CHRIST
25 colored views 35 cents

THE DESTRUCTION OF SAN FRAMf
CISCO JU5 views plain 25 cents

THE HOME PET PROSE
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lleefatTcolored views
SERIES OF COMIC VPHVSi colored views if

VIEWS
lews plain 21 eaaft
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rune ono year llUB J
Any set ot views and TDf NatteO

Tribune one year 9100 jtf -

Any two viewi 9f Mfk W
Any thrcca of views jKkjli
Any five sets of views lMfi fY


